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From the Alumni Committee
The Alumni are happy to be involved assisting with contacts for three reunions being held this year. They are the class of 2003
celebrating 10 years, the class of 1993 celebrating 20 years and the class of 1986 and 1988. Details can be found on page 6. One
of the main aims of our Alumni is for this very purpose. We encourage all past students to keep their contact details up to date
on the register with any change of email address, telephone numbers and ladies changing their name when marrying. It then
makes it easier to arrange a get-together for your group.
College staff and students were given the proud opportunity on
Open Day to welcome prospective parents and students and to
showcase the enormous new building work that has taken place.
The visitors were very impressed with the state-of-the-art facilities and also with the current student tour guides that looked so
smart in their stylish uniforms. Being a student of 1966 myself, I
can certainly see the vast difference and progress that has been
made at Rosebank. So much progress has been made but the
warmth and powerful sense of community has been carefully
retained and is as strong as ever.
Moira Kelly (Class of 1968) made her annual visit on Open Day.
It is always so nice to see her and hear about her busy academic year. It was a pleasure for the Alumni group to meet Katrina
Andrews (College Captain of 1982) who has twin daughters currently in Year 11 at the College and Sandra Musumeci (Class of
of 1990) also has a son at the College in Year 11. Denise Andreachhio, Suzanne Symonds and Maria Mollica were all once again
very generous with their time on Open Day.
Open Day is always the first Sunday of May each year. Maybe you would like to mark your calendar for next year and be welcomed at the Alumni Reunion area, look through some old photos then stroll through the grounds and reminisce.You will be
pleasantly surprised.
On behalf of Denise, Suzanne and myself, I would like to say a big “thank you” to the following staff and students for their enormous support of the Alumni on Open Day;
•Mrs Maria Mollica (College Receptionist/Secretary); we’d be lost without Maria’s assistance and she is such good company.
•Mrs Tracey Djurichkovic (Scholastica Research and Study Centre Manager); Tracey always so accommodating.
•Ms Leslie Pavela with her camera; thank you Leslie, you did a great job.
•Mr Jeremy Cipolla in IT; our thanks for your patience and providing notebooks for new registrations.
•To the students that assisted us on the day; your help was very much appreciated. The students that assisted Denise and I set-up
and prepare our area on the Friday were most valuable.
You are all very much appreciated by the Alumni.
On behalf of the Alumni Committee
Wendy Wilmot
Class of 1966
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From the Principal

Dear Alumni,

Semester 1 at Rosebank has continued to herald the College’s
growth, development and evolvement. Those who read our
weekly newsletter, the Rosebank College Gazette, would be aware
of the events and celebrations that have punctuated our academic year, ranging from our annual Open Day to the revival of
the great tradition that is the Rosebank musical with a production of Bye Bye Birdie.
The Semester concluded with the induction of our 2013/2014
College Leaders. As you will read in this issue of Sursum Corda,
leadership roles at Rosebank College have a significant impact
on students in their post school years as indicated by ex-student
Daniel Matta on page 4. Student leadership is extremely impor-

tant for the College. We appoint the senior leaders midyear to
allow them to have a full 12 months in the role. The SRC and
forum leaders are chosen at the start of the year.
In viewing this issue of the Sursum Corda I trust that you too
will take encouragement and inspiration from our students who
evidently treasure the time, memories and lessons learnt at
Rosebank College. I do hope those students celebrating milestone Reunions are able to join their peers at the number of
events being planned later this year.
Mr Tom Galea
Principal

2012 HSC High Achievers Recognised
Rosebank College is proud to congratulate the cohort of 2012
for achieving personal excellence in their academic pursuits.
The 69 students sat for examinations across 25 subjects. Approximately 80% of results achieved were in the upper Bands
4, 5 and 6.

Jamie Ryan, Jocelyn Bechara, Sabiba Rysnik-Steck,
Sarah McLucas, Gabrielle Read, Melissa Gench & Mr Galea

was surrounded by all his colleagues. He screamed with happiness when I told him my results. During her time at the College, Meredith was involved in a number of activities ranging
from Debating to Netball. Meredith aims to be a Secondary
School History and English teacher.

Year 12 2012 at the annual HSC Brunch

Courses in which 100% of students scored in the upper bands
include Extension 1 English, Music, Physics,Visual Arts, 2 Unit
Mathematics, Design and Technology and Extension History.

College Captain Jamie Ryan scored an ATAR of 95.8. Jamie also
received the UNSW Academic Achievement Award valued at
$4000. “I hope to study Law or Engineering,” said Jamie.

“In teaching and tracking these students since Year 7, we are
very impressed with how they have responded to the challenges of senior studies and their HSC results heralds their
success,” said College Principal Mr Tom Galea.

His advice to next year’s HSC students is to maintain a balanced lifestyle. “It is important to work hard and focus on your
goals, but at the same time you need to allow yourself time to
relax so you don’t burn out.”

The College particularly acknowledges the achievements of:
Meredith Apps, Jocelyn Bechara, Jacinta Chidiac, Melissa Gench,
Roxanne Hanna, Sarah McLucas, Claudia Petrucco, Claudia
Pillay, Gabrielle Read, Elizabeth Reichardt, Ana Lucia Romero
Dodds, Jamie Ryan and Sabina Rysnik-Steck who were recognised on the Board of Studies Distinguished Achievers List
for achieving a place in the top band in one or more of their
courses.

Vanessa Tomasello, who is an aspiring actress, is grateful that
she chose to study Drama as a Year 9 Elective. “I thought
Drama would be a fun subject, but I discovered that I was quite
good at it and this was reflected in my marks.”

Meredith Apps, who gained an ATAR of 96, was extremely
excited about her result. “I called my dad at work who I know
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Other notable achievements include:
•
Sarah McLucas with an ATAR of 94.4
•
Sabina Rysnik-Steck with an ATAR of 92.95 who plans
to study Marine Biology
•
Gabrielle Read with an ATAR of 92.2 who plans to 		
study Journalism at UTS

•

Ana Lucia Romero Dodds and Melissa Gench who 		
achieved ATARs above 90

Mr Galea said that “Rosebank College is very proud of the
HSC Class of 2012. Their commitment to excellence, the core
Benedictine values, strong leadership qualities and very generous
hearts have defined them throughout their time at the College.
Their excellent HSC results are just one element of the many

admirable qualities of this group. We continue to support them
through their transition into higher education and value them as
the newest members of our Alumni.”
Visit http://www.rosebank.nsw.edu.au to view the complete
HSC Report.

Where Are They Now?
It’s Blooming Wonderful at Rosebank College
Debrah Anne Brown (nee Steele) attended
Rosebank College from 1965 – 1968 and
clearly recalls the routine uniform checks
by the nuns. “The school uniform dress
code was very important and strictly adhered to. We had a dress-like sports uniform to our knees with a corded tassel
belt around our waist. Underneath this
Debrah as
uniform were standard ‘bloomers’ (pants)
a Year 8
which were waisted and needed to cover
student
in
our legs from the waist to our knees. We
1966
would have random inspections where
we would have to kneel with our hands
above our heads and if the nun could not
see at least one inch of our ‘bloomers’ we were sent on detention! We were never allowed to carry our sports shoes or
sandshoes by hand we all had to have a ‘sandshoe bag’ to carry
them in as ‘ladies did not carry shoes’, recounts Debrah.
The mother of two children (Damien 27 years old and Rachel
29 years old) is now a part time music teacher at the Academy
of Music, Port Macquarie. “I have always had a love of music
and I studied Music whilst a student at Rosebank. In those days
you were taught by the nuns, usually a retired nun, and once
a week you would leave class and go over to the Convent for
your lesson. I took Music as a subject for my School Certificate
however for many years after I left school I did not continue
with Music”.
Debrah credits her parents as one of her greatest influences. “I
was the eldest of six children. We didn't have a lot of money in
those days although they sacrificed a lot for me to go to Rosebank. They taught all of us to be responsible for our actions and
especially to be kind and welcoming towards others. In the 60's
there were many migrant families moving into the area where
we lived and it was always our job as a family to welcome those
families into the community. My parents were never judgemental and always looked on the bright side of things so I have

always tried to maintain this outlook throughout my life; though
sometimes it's not always easy!”
It is due to the privilege of education that Debrah always
encouraged her children to pursue their professional dreams,
given the lack of opportunities, especially for women, in the late
60s. “When I left school education for women was not at the
forefront or as easily accessible as it is today. You only went on
the further education if you wanted to be a Teacher, Doctor,
Pharmacist etc. and girls were not encouraged to pursue further education. So coming from that background I have always
been disappointed that I never pursued a tertiary education
and encourage anyone reading this to take further education
very seriously. Education is important in this day and age and
choosing a career or trade that you are passionate about is to
be vigorously encouraged”, said Debrah.
Despite the passage of time, Debrah still keeps in touch with
her peers from Rosebank. “My time at Rosebank was very
happy. There was a great school spirit and we were taught
by the Good Samaritan Nuns who were a wonderful group
of women. There was great commaderie among the students
there. Social conditions at the time dictated the way we dressed
for school how we left the school grounds with an inspection
every afternoon at the bus lines for hats, gloves, and blazers.
After all, we represented a ‘Ladies College’!

Debrah with her husband on holidays in
Hawaii

Remembering the Rosebank Days
It has been 24 years since Jennifer Smith (or Jenny/Jen as she
was known at school) completed Year 10 in 1989; however she
still fondly recalls she was in Year 7 and a group of Year 10s
sang “Happy Birthday” to her across the courtyard. “The whole
school quickly found out I was turning 13”, said Jenny.
There are many other memories that spring to mind of this
keen community volunteer during her Rosebank College years.
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“I remember being part of the school choir, reading ‘The Story
of the Prodigal Son’ at an Ash Wednesday Liturgy and scoring
the highest mark out of all the students in my Year 9 group in
one part of our yearly English exam. I always got mixed up with
another girl named ‘Jennifer Ann Smith’ in my year group – we
would both go to the teacher’s office when our name was called
over the PA System”. The distinguishing feature between the
two girls was that Jenny had brown hair and Jennifer had red

hair. Jenny also recalls many lunchtimes spent in what is now
known as the Palm Courtyard with best friend Isabella. One of
Jenny’s proudest moments was being part of the Sydney 2000
Olympics/Paralympics as a volunteer. “I worked in the Athletes
Village for three months and carried the Great Britain Placard
at the Paralympics Opening Ceremony,” said Jenny.

Old classmates and friends are encouraged to contact Jenny at
jennysmith1973@yahoo.com.au

Raising the Bar
Daniel Matta (Class of 2001) is
no stranger to dealing with the
long arm of the law. The recently
married ex-student is a Barrister
at the Victorian Bar, practising
family law with a focus on complex property matters and
matrimonial finance. Daniel’s
career choice was sealed at the
tender age of six years old. “My
mother encouraged me to pursue law growing up. She was a law
student herself but selflessly gave
it up to focus on raising my three siblings and I,” said Daniel. His
passion was further fuelled by his Legal Studies teacher Mrs Odell.

The former School Leader has also been recognised for his talent
by being awarded the Chief Justice’s Medal upon graduating from
Law School. This coveted accolade is awarded each year to a
single Victorian Law student who demonstrates academic excellence and a commitment to community service. Amongst
all this, Daniel has travelled extensively including to New Zealand,
China, Bali, Thailand, America and Europe.
To students considering a similar career Daniel has the following
advice; “First, be yourself. Secondly, spend less time chasing the
perfect score and more time discovering your passion. I have met
a lot of people who have become lawyers only because they got
the marks but they lack passion and it shows. Be that person you
wanted to be when you were growing up. Don’t worry if you’re
not good at it, we all get better at what we do with practice. Finally, you will have no doubt heard this before, but these truly are
the best years of your life. Enjoy them!”

Keeping it in the Family
Over the years, many members of the Sciacca family have walked through the gates of Rosebank College. The three sisters
Giuseppina (Josie) Ingegneri, Rosetta Folino and Dora Sciacca
attended between the years 1978 to 1987.
Josie was the first to attend, finishing in year 10 to pursue her career in Child Care where she currently is a Child Care Supervisor.
Josie was inspired to pursue this career path after a work experience placement in the childcare industry while at Rosebank.
Year 10 Class of 1981

Year 10 Class of 1986

Year 10 Class of 1987

During her time at the College, Josie’s fondest memories were
“socialising with my fellow students, enjoying the school excursions but one memory I have in particular was Rosebank
holding a fashion parade (clothes made in textiles)”, said Josie.
The mother of two to Tommasina (21 years old) and Giovanna
(17 years old), credits her grandparents for helping her be come
the person she is today. “They are loving and caring people who
inspired me to be the best person I can be”, said Josie.
Younger sister Rosetta also graduated in Year 10 in 1986 and
started her hairdressing career. She has since focussed on her
family including three children Elio (21 years old), Mario
(16 years old) and Tiara (13 years old) and now resides in
Queensland. Like her older sister Josie, Rosetta also warmly
recalls socialising with her friends during recess and lunch and
enjoying high school experiences with them.

Dora, the final sibling from this Sciacca Family attended Rosebank College and completed her Year 10 studies in 1987. Dora
carved her career in Office Administration and is the proud mother to Mario (19 years old) and Natasha (13 years old). “My parents
are the most loving and compassionate people I know. They have supported and guided me through my life showing both my siblings
and I the greatest example of life’s fulfilment,’ said Dora.
All three siblings have said they cherished their memories experienced during high school at Rosebank College and wish all the current
students to follow their dreams, to never give up and mostly to treasure their memories and experiences at Rosebank.
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Rosebank’s Own “Young Einstein”
If you attended Rosebank College between 1987 and 2008,
chances are you sat in one of Mr Abraham’s famous Science
classes. During his time at Rosebank, Eugene Abraham taught
Year 7 -10 Science and Year 11-12 Biology and Senior Science.
“In the early years, being the only Biology teacher, I taught two,
and sometimes three Year 12 classes and two Year 11 classes.
The number of students per class in those days was 28-35 for
the senior classes and 30-40 for the junior classes”, recalls Mr
Abraham.

students and peers will remember fondly his vast knowledge of
science and in particular Biology, and his generous and gregarious nature”.
Although Science was his domain, Mr Abraham’s role was
not limited to teaching. During his 21 years, Mr Abraham was
involved in a number of activities including:
• Organising the Year 12 Graduation Ball and Dinner (1988
– 1992)
• For 15 years doing the calligraphy on all Rosebank certificates, including all Year 12 graduating certificates
• Organising the 20km Fun Run in the late 1980s to raise
money for the refurbishment of the school library
His passion for Science and love of Rosebank College is
evident, having designed and sponsored a perpetual trophy the
Eugene Abraham Young Einstein Award which is awarded to a Year
7 student who has displayed high levels of dedication, curiosity,
perseverance and love for Science.

Eugene Abraham (second row, third from left)
with his colleagues in 1993

The dedicated teacher also had 19 years of teaching experience in South Africa prior to joining the Rosebank community.
“What I enjoyed the most about Rosebank was the focus of
the students, especially the senior Biology students. It was a
very popular subject and the students worked really hard and
very conscientiously, together with the support of their very
interested parents”, said Mr Abraham. “I hope my students
remember how much I cared for them and that I made learning fun”.
“The second thing that has left an indelible impression on me
was the staff of Rosebank. From support staff to teaching colleagues, they were always so friendly and ever so ready to help
anyone who needed some support”.
Mr Abraham fondly recalls in 1989 the joint efforts of Mr
Roger Paton (Science Coordinator), Ms Lynn Bard (Deputy
Principal) and Mr John Hawley (Principal) who organised a
huge morning tea to celebrate receiving his Australian Citizenship Certificate. “The staffroom was decorated with gum
branches and other native plants; a huge Australian flag hung
from the window; green and gold balloons adorned the staff
room and we tucked into pies, sausage rolls and lamingtons.
We sang the National Anthem and I had to wear an Akubra hat
for the day.”
When Mr Abraham’s retirement was announced in 2008, Mr
Tom Galea stated in the Rosebank College Gazette Newsletter on 10 April “In his forty years’ experience as an educator
Mr Abraham has touched the lives of thousands of students…

Presenting the Eugene Abraham Young Einstein
Award in 2012

Mr Abraham has also used his retirement as an opportunity to
travel and to reacquaint himself with hobbies such as gardening, canvas painting and playing piano.
To students who have not had the pleasure of being taught by
Mr Abraham, he offers the following advice: “There are activities, sport, certain teachers, colleagues and various classes at
school that will provide lifetime memories. Find them. They will
make you smile when you are 95 years old and your teeth are
in a jar beside your bed”.

Applications for Year 7 2016 now open.
Ex-Student priority will expire at the end of Term 1 2014

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
If you would like to share your stories and feature on this page, please send your information including
photographs to: alumni@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
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Reunions
10 Year Reunion
The class of 2003 are planning a 10 Year Reunion on Saturday 12 October 2013 at Concord Bowling Club. More details to follow
soon.
Class of 1986 and 1988
When: Saturday 28 September 2013
Contact: Marianna Finocchiaro on 0403 372 670 or Maria Maugeri De Luca on 0410443810 for more details.
Class of 1963 Reunion
Pictured left to right are Margaret McFarlane, Clare Wallington, Rhonda
Daniel. Jean Beatty, Sr Monica (formerly Sr Dominic), Robyn Hoyes and
Susan Morris. The group meet regularly and enjoy a wonderful friendship. The Reunion started with a luncheon at Zilvers in China Town and
finished with coffee at Central. Anyone wishing to contact us can do so
by emailing Denise Canty at Denise.andreacchio@hotmail.com

The Power of One
In recent issues of the Sursum Corda, we have reported on
the Gap Year of Bryar Hawkins (Class of 2011). In May, Bryar
returned to the College to share with our Year 12 students
some of her achievements during her time in South Africa. Bryar
raised enough money to accomplish the following:
•Build a toilet block and a sustainable vegetable garden for two
schools
•Paint the schools
•Build a playground from scratch
•Provide breakfast and lunch for a school for three months
•Supply a school with all its necessary equipment for 55 children
to last the year
•Supply enough for over 30 teachers for the three month
Christmas break with personal and food hampers with both
staples and luxuries
•Take all the teachers to the movies for the first time
•Feed 300 orphaned and vulnerable children over Christmas
•Take them all to lunch at a nice restaurant with a take home
hamper
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•Hiring a playground for every school to go crazy in for one
afternoon with Santa and other fancy dress characters
•Give 300 children each a special present from Santa
•Sew 300 Christmas stocking so every child had one to take
home
•Allow 300 children to graduate with certificates, food and gown
donated by Australia
•Sponsor two families for seven years
•General art and first aid supplies
•Renewed the hospital bag for the children
•Taught English at a school for two months
Bryar is an inspiration to us all!

Bye Bye Birdie
The 1950s made a comeback at Rosebank College on
24, 25 and 26 May as over 80 talented actors, dancers,
singers and musicians performed the much-loved Broadway Musical Bye Bye Birdie. Audiences were delighted with
the entertainment, costumes, music and choreography.
Excerpts of the performance will be available for viewing
on the Rosebank College YouTube channel. Access details
will be published in the weekly Rosebank College Gazette
Newsletter.

Rosebank’s Building Program
At the start of the 2013 academic year Monserrat Hall was open for teaching. This building contains new Music, Drama and
Dance facilities, an undercroft with a new cashless canteen, PDHPE storeroom and change rooms, new bathrooms and an upgrade to the Hall and Performance space.
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Undercroft and Canteen

Music Room

Drama Room

Dance Room

