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From the Alumni Committee

It has been another busy semester at Rosebank College and the Alumni
are proud to continue to be involved in the life of the College. There
have been many opportunities for ex-students to reconnect, such as
the afternoon tea for Alumni who are also current parents.
We were also privileged to have Mr Sam Crosby (Class of 2000) as our
guest speaker at the College’s annual Presentation Evening in
November. Sam shares some of his words in this issue of the Sursum
Corda.
Most is unrecognisable from the early days, as all the facilities have
increased enormously since then.

Wendy Wilmot , Robert Beazley and
Denise Andreacchio

It was also a pleasure to welcome the graduating class of 2016 to the
Alumni.
We look forward to strengthening our bond with the College in the
future as past students are an important link in Rosebank
College’s history.
Denise Andreacchio (Canty) ‘64
Rosebank College Alumni Association
Alumni
Afternoon
for Current
Parents
(and below)

Year 12 Graduation
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From the Principal

Dear Alumni,
We have come to the end of our 2016 academic year. We celebrate the creativity, learning, growth and accomplishments of 2016.
Education, like so many other endeavours in our contemporary society reflects a significantly contested arena of human activity. With
regard to purpose, Rosebank relies on exceptional ‘building blocks’
including our rich Good Samaritan Benedictine tradition. This
provides a clarity of purpose and a confidence with our priorities.
In 2017 Rosebank will mark its 150th anniversary. Such an
auspicious milestone could not have been reached without the
thousands of past students and families, whose stories have
stitched the fabric of Rosebank’s history and the foundations for
its future.
It is inspiring to be part of a community that continues to make
significant and distinctive contributions to shaping graduates who
are equipped to face the challenges of the world.
A number of celebrations have been planned throughout 2017,
including a Gala Dinner to be held on Saturday 29 July 2017 in the
Grand Ballroom of the new International Convention Centre in
Darling Harbour. This spectacular event will also be part of a oncein-a-lifetime celebration of the College’s past, but also a journey
into the future.
You may express your interest or purchase tickets for this
momentous event by visiting http://150.rosebank.nsw.edu.au/.
Alternatively, you may contact Rebecca Youssef, Events Manger on
9713 3187.
We also will continue to design and develop the College.
Beside the 150th activities, we will be installing tiered seating in the
auditorium, install our long awaited recording studio, prepare for
further development on the site in 2018 including the heritage precinct (Inkamana, Chapel, Cemetery and related prayer and rest
areas), as well as the construction of a 300 seat lecture and performance theatre in Palm Court.
The future of the nation depends upon the education of its youth. When I look at our students, both current and past, their
hard work, their many successes, their kindness and support for each other, their fundraising, then I have every confidence that
the young people who will leave Rosebank will be precisely the kind of young people who will make a positive difference to the
world and to our country.
I take this opportunity to wish you and your families every blessing for the festive season and thank you for your continued
support of Rosebank College.
Tom Galea
Principal
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Recognising Student Excellence
On Wednesday 30 November, the College held its annual Presentation Evening. On this night, we come together as a College
community to celebrate and acknowledge the gifts and the talents of our students. This year we were fortunate to have Sam
Crosby from the graduating class of 2000, as our guest speaker. Sam inspired, elevated and motivated these students to continue to

strive for excellence for the reminder of their school journey and beyond. Below are some of the words Sam shared with the
community:

“Get involved in lots of things. Play in the band. Sing in the choir, act in the
musical and debate wherever you can. Now, I know this will be contrary to all the
advice that you’ll be getting right now, that advice will tell you to focus. Focus on your
exams, on your HSC, on your marks.  But think about that concept for a second.
To focus.Think about what it means and what it implies.
It means you need to see the world in all its colour, and grandeur, and then you need
to lock out 99% of everything that actually matters.You need to instead focus on one
mark - one set of exams…       
               
How pointless. And how dangerous – I mean how much pressure do we want to place
on your shoulders? To be clear, since I left school, I’ve:
• Rowed on a global stage
• Negotiated multi-million dollar deals with a university vice chancellor
• Advised Ministers, Premiers,Treasurers and a Prime Minister
and let me tell you - the pressure doesn’t come close to these exams.
Your mark matters for your entrance into university only. And let me in on a secret –
there are do overs.There are second chances. And there are back doors.
When I was in Year 12 I went to see my parents, I told them that on top of rowing
which was about 30 hours a week, and on top of my studies I wanted to debate and I
wanted to try out as the lead in the school musical.
My dad told me I needed to focus on my studies.Together they told me I just needed
to get my marks and get into uni. I didn’t listen to them.
Now, not only was it the thing about this school that I remember the most, that I cherish the most, but it gave me a set of skills that I will
forever be able to draw on.
Similarly, I went to them at uni, to tell them I wanted to get involved in Student politics and Young Labor. Again, they told me not to and
again I dutifully ignored it. And thank heavens I did.
Since my admission to Syd Uni, I’ve never once been asked for my marks. Similarly, in no job I’ve ever applied to, have they asked to see my
university transcripts.What they have wanted to know is about the skills that I’ve picked up along the way. In public policy circles this now
has a name – it’s called “soft skills”.
These are hugely important because we don’t know what jobs will exist when you’re ready for them. I graduated 16 years ago – four years
before Facebook and seven years before the first smart phone. 40% of the jobs in the economy today did not exist 10 years ago. The jobs
that most of you will work in one day – have not yet been invested. So, soft skills matter.”
The College is deeply appreciative of Sam’s time, advice and insights. Thank you Sam.

Birth Announcement

The College congratulates Pam Whitney (Duval) ‘67 on the birth of her grandson Stanley
Alfred Whitney. Stanley was born on 21 June to James and Sonia Whitney.
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Where Are They Now?

Rosebank Ex-Student The Real (Estate) Deal
In the eight years since leaving Rosebank College, Dib Chidiac has certainly made his mark
in the Real Estate world; this year alone, the Raine and Horne (Concord) agent has sold
over 80 properties, with a total value of $145,000,000.
“While at Rosebank, I had a passion for Real Estate and was able to study through the
TVET course during Year 11. I then completed a Diploma in Property”, said Dib. His
passion and talent for the industry is evident, having garnered a number of awards
including number one salesperson in the Raine and Horne network (current) and winner
of the ‘Outstanding Youth Award’ in the 2015 Inner West Local Business Awards: Precedent Productions. Dib was the first real estate agent to sell a house in Concord over
$3million and was the number five agent in Australia under 30 in 2015.
PDHPE was Dib’s favourite subject while at school and fondly remembers the laughter
and great experiences offered at the Year 11 Retreat.
Dib attributes much of his success to his can-do attitude and encourages our current
students to pursue their interests. “If you love something, give it your all while learning and
you will succeed”, said Dib. “Don’t give up when it gets tough, it only gets better!”
When Education and Make Up Culture Collide
Caitlin Ayoub, 2013 graduate of Rosebank College, has found her nest in her very own backyard; Her mother’s make-up studio.
Educated and guided by her talented mother Susie, Caitlin has developed a profound passion in the make-up artistry industry.
With a steady grip and a creative eye, Caitlyn currently works alongside her mother as a make-up artist assistant. She also plans
to pursue her career in PDHPE teaching. During her six years at Rosebank, Caitlin also represented the College with her exceptional talent in karate and touch football, which led her to represent NSW and Australia. When asked what advice she would
give to those students seeking to pursue their chosen career, Caitlin said to

“stay humble. No matter how successful you become or
how small your first career step was, you must always stay
humble. Strive to go where you want and who you want to
become because you are the only person who can sit in the
passenger seat.Your future is in your hands! Go on. Show
people what you are capable of. “

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
If you would like to share your stories and feature on
this page, please send your information including
photographs to: alumni@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
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Memories of Rosebank
Lynne Cantelo (nee Stean) shares some memories:
Sister Gabriel would have been pleased. She was passionate about poetry and
instilled in her final year English students a love of all literature. So there I was, six
years after leaving school, relaxing on the deck of a cargo ship heading from the
Greek mainland to the Island of Samos, when I met a quite famous Canadian poet.
He wrote a poem about me called ‘Sunflower’ (I think I was wearing a yellow dress).
It was published in one of his many anthologies of verse and he sent me a copy
which I still have.
It was a long way from Homebush where I grew up with my parents and two sisters.
I attended the local Dominican Primary School in Strathfield and expected to go
to Santa Sabina College for my secondary education. When I won a scholarship to
Rosebank College I was thrilled. Instead of walking to school I was to catch a train
and a bus. Finally, some adventure and lots of new friends.
My life at Rosebank began in 1961. I was in the last year of the Leaving Certificate
before the Wyndham Scheme was introduced. There were 50 students in First Year
(Year 7) all in the same classroom. The much-loved Sister Dominic – now Sister
Monica – took us for all our core subjects. She also taught me Biology for the Leaving
Certificate. I particularly enjoyed English and Science but was less keen on Needlework and Home Science! Tennis was a highlight of the week with our coach,Vic
Edwards, the mentor behind Evonne Goolagong’s success. Sad to say, he did not have
similar success with my tennis skills but it was fun.
I remember with fondness the historic buildings, particularly the Victorian Gothic
chapel, as well as the beautiful rose gardens. We spent many happy hours there on
our days of retreat (no talking, lots of praying) with our stockings rolled down trying
to get a leg tan. Clearly visible from the top of the double decker buses which drove
past, we were very fortunate that no one ever reported us to the principal! We also
enjoyed lots of marching which I am sure was good for
our brains.
After five years of high school I won a scholarship to
Alexander Mackie Teachers’ College at Paddington. Our
training was an intensive two years with lectures from
9am to 4 or 5pm each day and many weeks of practice
teaching. I was only 19 when I began teaching at Sadleir
Primary School near Liverpool. I then completed my third
year of teacher training at Sydney University after which
I taught for an enjoyable two years at Lewisham Primary
School.
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Which brings me back to the ‘Grand Tour’ of Europe upon which I had embarked at age 23 in 1972, sailing from Sydney on the Fairstar,
headed for England via South Africa. In Spain I met my
beautiful Danish friend Vibeke. Now I had a good excuse
to explore Scandinavia which I did during several trips
there. We are still in touch every week. In London I met
my future husband Bill and other travel adventures
followed. He was offered an engineering role based in a
Malay fishing village and the local expat community needed a teacher. That was me! We spent a wonderful year
there in a truly global village. I taught primary subjects
in the morning and senior subjects in the afternoon. We
played lots of bridge and mahjong and made many exciting
trips during that time to Singapore and Thailand.
It was finally time to come home, get married, buy a house
and have children. We were ready to settle. Now we have
three wonderful children- two sons and a daughter, all keen travellers, who have given
us four gorgeous grandchildren. We have lived in Pymble for thirty seven years. Our
children had a great time growing up here in our own little rain forest playing along
the creek with all the locals. My mother, aged 92, still lives in the family home in
Homebush with my stepfather and sister.
Life often does a full circle. In 1984 I was offered a teaching role at Santa Sabina
College at Strathfield and taught there for nearly 30 years. In the last six years I
taught Middle School students English (thank you Sister Gabriel), Science (thank you
Sister Monica) and Maths. It was a very happy and professionally stimulating period
in my life.
I have led a fortunate life filled with loving family, firm friends and happy memories.
Lynne Cantelo ‘63

Ex-Student’s Love of Learning
For Sonia Matthews (nee Scarpellino) a love
of learning has always been ingrained in her
psyche. From the graduating class of 1990, Sonia always knew she was going to be a teacher.
“I always enjoyed learning and I love kids, so
teaching was an obvious choice for me”, said
Sonia. The Rosebank ex-student started her
career as a primary school teacher and is currently home-schooling her six children.
As a student, Sonia’s favourite subjects were
Biology and Italian. “I also remember lunchtimes sitting in the rose garden with my best friend Mary,” said Sonia.
Then Principal Mr Hawley, the teachers and her peers, had a profound impact on Sonia and reinforced her belief that God has a
place for each and every one of us. “Remember every job is important, no matter how big or small.”
Sonia certainly abides by this mantra –not only as a loving mother and wife-but also generously donating her time and skills as a
volunteer at her local community centre, running her parish’s youth group, as a JP and WIRES volunteer.

Reunions

The 10 Year Milestone
On Saturday 5 November the Rosebank class of 2006 celebrated their 10 year reunion. Over 40 students, including some from
interstate, came together for canapes and drinks at the Harold Park Hotel for the occasion. The night was a huge success giving
many old friends the chance to reconnect and those still in touch, an opportunity to share a fun night out.
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The night didn’t end in Glebe, with the majority of the class kicking on for more laughs
and good times in Newtown. For many, Rosebank feels like yesterday. So many great
memories and stories were shared throughout the night, a great chance to
reminisce. It was such a good time, there have already been requests for an annual catch
up, rather than waiting for the 20 year mark! We are all looking forward to it.

Linda Varrica
Getting Back into the 90s Groove!
On Saturday 26 November 2016, 80 or so Rosebank students from the Class of ‘91 came together at their once local
Wednesday venue Concord RSL! It was a night filled with tremendous emotion, of laughter, hugs, lots of chat and overall a lovely
evening where memories were shared of the good old days at Rosebank. The class of ‘91 had so many great memories!
Many still consider it ‘the best years of the lives’ with so many friendships carried on over all these years whereby our kids have
created their own friendships through ours. Who knows it might even become a regular yearly reunion to continue those
memories, laughs and most of all fond memories with lots of love in them!
It goes to show how Year 11 and 12 can be such important years of your life in more ways than one!
All the best,
Grace Franze
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Rosebank College is Turning 150!
In 2017, Rosebank College will be celebrating its 150th
Birthday! Such an auspicious milestone could not have been
reached without the thousands of young women and men,
teachers and parents whose stories have stitched the fabric
of Rosebank’s history and unravelled its future. As we approach 150 years, we are seeking to reconnect with as many
people as possible who have a story, memory or artefact to
share and to help us complete the intricate and colourful
tapestry that is Rosebank College.
Everyone with a connection to Rosebank is very important.
Please do not count yourself as insignificant.
You can assist be getting in touch if:
•

You are an ex-student, former teacher or past parent of the College

•

You have an old uniforms (particularly from the 1930s – 1950s) that the College can
use to either photograph or recreate

•

If you are the relative of a deceased mother/aunty/cousin/grandmother etc. who
attended Rosebank and can recall any conversation you had about Rosebank

•

You have any photos, exercise books, medals, trophies, yearbooks or other memorabilia from your time at the College

Our College Archivist is extremely keen to hear from anyone who can contribute.
Contact details are:
archives@rosebank.nsw.edu.au or 9713 3155
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The Rosebank Rubies

After leaving St Mary’s Rosebank College 40 years ago, we had a reunion in November. It was lovely to catch up with the Year 10
class of 1976, and it was as though we had never been away! We were able to gather together about 50 of our classmates and
five of our teachers for an afternoon tea, which everyone contributed to, but were too busy talking to eat!
The school has greatly changed since our days there, with more building construction underway. It is hardly recognisable but we
were pleased to see the old Moreton Bay Fig tree is still there as is the convent and original building which contained the boarders’ dormitories.
We created a Facebook group and an email address so that we can keep in touch for future gatherings. If anyone from the class
of 1976 has not been in touch, please send an email to: rosebank1976reunion@gmail.com so that we can add you to the list for
next time.
Maria Kemp
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