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From the Alumni Committee
This year marks the 50th Anniversary since the Class of 1966 finished
their education at Rosebank. I am from that Class and I am having
difficulty accepting that it is now 50 years since I left. More surprising, little could I have imagined back in 1966 that I would be privileged
enough to re-connect with my old school and be so welcome in
today’s activities of the College in the year 2016.
I have been attending Opening College Mass’, Open Day’s, Building
Opening Ceremonies, Special Occasion Morning Teas’ and
School Assembly Presentation’s as a guest for many years now. At each
of these gatherings there is a warmth like no other I’ve experienced
among the staff, students and their parents. That tells us a story:
that healthy community spirit stems from the top down.
Denise Andreacchio, Robert Beazley and
Wendy Wilmot

This ship is obviously in good hands and under superb guidance from
the College Governance/Board of Directors, Principal, Teachers and
the many employees that keep in running so smoothly and professionally on a day-to-day basis.
It was a lovely surprise that one of our visitors to the Alumni Reunion
on Open Day this year was my close ex-classmate of 1966 Albina Fedele
(nee Albanese), proudly accompanied by her daughter Sarah that also
attended Rosebank, together with two of her four grandchildren that
are also looking forward to being enrolled for their future education at
Rosebank.
Albina was the youngest of three girls in her family, whom all attended
Rosebank in the 1950’s and 1960’s. Her older sisters Adelina and Chelestina also completed their education at Rosebank under the guidance
of the nuns.

Open Day saw a wonderful array of old uniforms and also some recreated student’s dresses from earlier times placed on display in the ex-students Alumni Reunion area; these were arranged
courtesy of the college archivist and attracted much interest from the many visitors that passed through our area.
2017 will see the College celebrate its 150th Anniversary and there are many dates for celebration that should be pencilled into
our calendars. I encourage all ex-student’s to feel as welcome as I do to come and participate in some of these events. The
College website will keep us all up to date with dates and times, so keep an eye out for these notices to enable you to join in the
celebrations.
If you know of somebody that attended Rosebank that may not receive the Sursum Corda, please ask them to register to receive
our news and keep abreast of any upcoming events. Registration can be made on the College website under the heading Alumni.
Wendy Wilmot
Rosebank Alumni Association
Ex-Students who have a child in Year 4 who you would like to start Year 7 (2019) at Rosebank College, please submit your
enrolment application by Friday 1 July.Your preferential enrolment status can not be guaranteed after this deadline.
For enquiries, please contact our Registrar on 9713 3100 or enrolments@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
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From the Principal
Dear Alumni,
The 2016 academic year is unfolding with uninterrupted
intensity across all
facets of College
life. We welcomed
over 200 Year 7
students, with a
large number of
these being children
of ex-students. It is
certainly humbling
to be part of the
story of these families who choose to continue their affiliation
with Rosebank and to witness the parents who were once
students themselves, proudly look upon their children as they
take a “walk in their shoes.” I am equally enthused to see the
look of awe and surprise of the parents as their eyes rest upon
landmarks that seem familiar yet different.
For those of you who receive the Rosebank College Gazette
weekly newsletter (email newsletter@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
to join the mailing list), you would be aware of the breadth of
activities and learning opportunities already undertaken. This
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Opening Mass
Swimming and Athletics Carnivals
Year 7 Camp
Representative Sport Competitions
Student Examinations, Assessments and Learning Progress
Meetings
Holy Week Celebrations
Santa Teresa Immersion
Science Study Tour to Europe
Open Day
Mothers’ Day Celebrations

For the Alumni community, 2016 is a particularly significant
year as we plan and prepare for our Sesquicentenary in 2017.
Your love for and knowledge of the College will be called upon
to assist us in marking this momentous anniversary.
In April we welcomed back Rebecca Katrib (Class of 2011)
to the role of Event Manager for our 150th celebrations. Our
major events are listed below. Thomas Westernberg, with the
support of Archivist Robert Beazley, has been tasked with penning our history (Please refer to page 3 regarding photos and
memorabilia that may be shared with the College). I do hope
to see many of you at one of our events next year, particularly
the Gala Dinner on 29 July 2017.
As you read through the pages of this issue of the Sursum
Corda, I hope that you take pride in seeing the achievements
of our past students and make contact with the College if you
would like to plan a reunion.
On behalf of the College, I thank you, the ex-students of Rosebank who choose to remain connected and engaged.You are
part of our history, however, you also represent the future and
provide our young people with a tangible model of aspiration
and success.
Tom Galea
Principal

Staff Farewells
At the end of 2015 the College farewelled Ms Surekha Chander. Ms Chander was the Science Coordinator was responsible for implementing programs across all the Science disciplines. Her dedication and
innovation as both a Coordinator and teacher will be greatly missed.
Mr Carlo Caraccio completed his tenure as the ICT Manager. During this time he was involved with
ICT upgrades and worked with his staff to lead the College’s laptop security and access programs.
Mr Fadi Hajjar has moved on to share his talents and gifts. Mr Hajjar started
his journey at Rosebank as a prac-teacher and developed into a dedicated
teacher within the Religious Education faculty. He was also an active member
and leader of the College’s Retreat program.
Ms Vanessa Earp finished her time at the College to spend more time with her young family. Ms Earp
worked tirelessly to build Dance in the College both within the curriculum and extra-curricular fields.
We also wish Ms Bronwyn O’Brien (Accounts), Mr Craig Douglass (PDHPE and Co-Curricular), Ms
Duffy (English), Mrs Hannan (Gifted & Talented), Ms Galbraith (HSIE), Ms Hyams (English) and Mr Liccioni (TAS) all the best in their future endeavours.
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The Class of 2015

Here is a quick snapshot of what some of our ex-students are pursuing since graduating from Year 12 last year.
Daniella Hart has recently returned from Italy. “My adventures in Italy started in the
middle of December 2015, I had just turned 18 and desired to travel the world. I went
back to the place I had lived in Italy the previous year (as part of Rosebank’s International Exchange program) of Livigno. I spent six weeks there learning to ski, seeing old
friends and having a great time, in February of 2016 I went on a 12 day CONTIKI tour
which to me to places such as Innsbruck in Austria and Paris, France. It was the best
four month experience of my life. I encourage all young people to travel as much as
you can, it enriches your life in so many ways.”
Daniella will be starting a Bachelor of Business majoring in Event Management at
William Blue College.

Justin Summerill is also
about to begin at William
Blue College.Justin will
undertake an
Advanced
Diploma of Hospitality,
Events Management
Specialisation

Adam Hatzigiannis is at UNSW completing a
Bachelor of Mechatronic Engineering/Bachelor of Commerce. “I’m enjoying uni, studying
what I love and meeting like minded people.
I’m slowly getting used to the lack of routine
and travel each morning but overall it’s been a
great experience. Now it’s time to study hard
for final exams and prepare for semester 2”

Brandon Takavarasha is currently training
and studying to become a commercial pilot.
Brandon is completing a Diploma Of Aviation
(Commercial Pilots Licence and Multi Engined
rating), at Basair Air Aviation Collage located
at Banktown Airport.

Rosebank College is Turning 150!
In 2017, Rosebank College will be celebrating its 150th
Birthday! Such an auspicious milestone could not have been
reached without the thousands of young women and men,
teachers and parents whose stories have stitched the fabric
of Rosebank’s history and unravelled its future. As we approach 150 years, we are seeking to reconnect with as many
people as possible who have a story, memory or artefact to
share and to help us complete the intricate and colourful
tapestry that is Rosebank College.
Everyone with a connection to Rosebank is very important.
Please do not count yourself as insignificant.

ROSEBANK COLLEGE
Campus Tours
Join us to view our dynamic learning
environment in action
An Independent Catholic Co-Educational College for Students Year 7 - Year 12

You can assist be getting in touch if:
•

You are an ex-student, former teacher or past parent of the College

•

You have an old uniforms (particularly from the 1930s – 1950s) that the College can
use to either photograph or recreate

•

If you are the relative of a deceased mother/aunty/cousin/grandmother etc. who
attended Rosebank and can recall any conversation you had about Rosebank

•

You have any photos, exercise books, medals, trophies, yearbooks or other memorabilia from your time at the College

Our College Archivist is extremely keen to hear from anyone who can contribute.
Contact details are:
archives@rosebank.nsw.edu.au or 9713 3155

2016 TOUR DATES
• Tuesday 2 August
• Wednesday 14 September

Online tour bookings essential at
www.rosebank.nsw.edu.au
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Where Are They Now?
A Look Back in Time
Pauline Deeves (Class of 1965) shares some of her memories
as a student at Rosebank.
My maiden name was Pauline Kingsley and I left Rosebank in 1965.
My sisters Kathleen and Helen were also Rosebank girls as was my
daughter Clare who was school captain in 1991. I’ve been married
to my husband Kevin for 45 years.We also had 2 sons, James and
John.

with grammar drove me nuts at the time. However I have long been
grateful for the love of good writing that she imparted.
Sadly Sister G was more interested in Tennyson than tennis. She
would delay us with more one poem to read or one more lecture on
the evils of the split infinitive before we could escape.
The soundtrack of our lives was The Gong. It was an enormous bell
with a short cord (probably to deter annoying little people from
ringing it). Each Sister had a number. If you wanted Sister Monica I
believe you had to ring 18 strokes.

At the time of my enrolment in 1961 we were the largest class
Rosebank had seen.There were 53 of us in one classroom for Sister
Dominic (later Sister Monica) to manage.

Ours was the era when our teachers prepared us to sit for scholarships to university. Students were paid to study and left university
debt free. Many of us were the first girls in our families to go to uni.

The school had few resources.We had no library and a ‘lab’ with
a Bunsen burner and a very rusty tripod. It held about a dozen
students. Choices of subject were limited.

I won a scholarship and became a high school teacher. I taught
English, History and Special Education. I spent many years working
with refugee and disadvantaged kids. At one point Tom Galea was
my Principal. In the 1980’s I retrained as a teacher librarian hoping
for a quieter life. But someone invented computers and I became
the school nerd.

I was a keen tennis player and played on the old sand courts which
were covered by buildings long ago. Adjacent to the courts was
what we believed (wrongly!) was the sisters’ graveyard. Entry was
strictly forbidden. Unfortunately many wayward balls went over the
fence. Gravity and the slope meant they almost always landed on
the grave of Mother Scholastic.The gate to the graveyard always
squeaked (probably on purpose) and vaulting the gate would have
been unthinkable for young ladies as we were then called.

I’ve always loved writing and have published hundreds of articles
as well as several books, including two with the National Library of
Australia. My last Socks, Sandbags and Leeches deals with childhood
in World War One. Sister Gabriel would find it free of split infinitives.

When the tennis ball drought reached crisis point someone would
venture through ‘the tunnel’ to retrieve the balls.This piece of freelance garden design was begun by the girls a few years ahead of
us who deliberately created a gap in the hedge which allowed entry
without being seen.

I no longer have a permanent teaching job but am a regular
speaker and presenter of writing workshops at schools and other
community groups. I still attend lunches with many of the ‘girls’ from
50 years ago and some of the Sisters from our era have at times
attended. Sister Monica, our Year 7 teacher, is a stalwart of the
group.

Senior tennis players (14 years old or more) were required to take
junior teams on public transport to their matches. No permission
notes or any of that nonsense. Just make sure you bring them all
back by dark. Many of the players were boarders who enjoyed the
chance to GET OUT of the school and buy contraband food.

In my day Rosebank was a tough under-resourced place and the
teachers worked incredible hours for our benefit. My years there led
to many opportunities that I would never have experienced otherwise and to friendships with former class mates which have lasted
for half a century.

Tennis was on Saturday afternoon and on Saturday morning we
studied for English Honours with Sister Gabriel whose pickiness

www.paulinedeeves.com
deeves@grapevine.net.au

1966 Debutante Ball
Pauline is pictured on the
left with her partner
Norman Smith, his sister
Denise Smith (right) who
was Pauline’s peer.

Pauline as a Year 8 Rosebank College student.
Pauline says that, “no one was allowed to have
hair in a fringe. This winter uniorm was
accompanied by brown leather gloves.”

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
If you would like to share your stories and feature on
this page, please send your
information including photographs to:
alumni@rosebank.nsw.edu.au
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Ex-Student Pursues Love of Learning
Katerina Chellos (Class of
2014) has entered her second year at The National Art
School where she is undertaking a Bachelor of Fine Arts
majoring in Film and Photography. The ex-student is exactly where she belongs, with
art permeating her life from
a young age. “I can’t think
of a time in my life where
my thoughts of the future
didn’t include
an element
of creating or
communicating through a
visual or aural
platform,” said
Katerina. “I
love how my
course allows
me to execute my artistic ideas freely and has also assisted
me in developing these ideas in order to form my own unique
style. It is a place where I can be myself and enjoy my studies
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simultaneously. Never did I picture myself working so hard and
enjoying it. It’s very satisfying to know that I am exactly where
I want to be and everything I am doing is helping me to achieve
my goals for the future.”
Acceptance into her desired degree has bought Katerina one
step closer to achieving her dream of making art her life. “I am
the youngest in my year so I always try to push myself. Last
year I was included in an exhibition for my photography and
I made my first short film which I wrote and recorded the
soundtrack for.”
Katerina’s mantra to trust her instincts have served her well,
advising those with an aspiration to never ever give up. “Never
allow the doubts or judgement of those around you hinder
your ability to succeed, if you have a strong will and believe
that you have what it requires to fulfil your dreams then you
should at the very least try.”
Although only at Rosebank during her senior years, Katerina
recalls her time spent here very fondly. “I wish I experienced all
my high school years at Rosebank! I valued all my time there
and found it to be a very nice place to grow up.”
The teachers also had made a lasting impression on Katerina. “I
would just like to say thank you to all the teachers at Rosebank who believed in me and encouraged me to be the best
version of myself. Thank you for teaching me that success requires dedication and hard work. I have no doubt that this encouragement and positivity has helped me achieve many of my
goals and will continue to do so many years into the future.”
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Rosebank Memories
For ex-student Lisa Sorbello (nee Zanet, Class of 1991), the passage of time has not dimmed her fond memories of being a student at Rosebank College. “I made some wonderful friends here,” said Lisa. Now a mother of two young children aged eight and
four, Lisa hopes they can share the same nurturing environment as Rosebank students themselves.
While a student here, Lisa enjoyed a range of subjects from History and Science to Languages, Textiles and Design and Sport. Her
variety of interests led Lisa down various career paths and for the past 20 years, has proudly worked in the administration sector
at AMR Motors.
Lisa’s advice to current students is to always have a “Plan B” and not to be dictated to conform to the expectations of what
other people’s definition of success. “Being successful means different things to different people. To me, success is being happy in
life,” said Lisa.

In the 60s
Denise Sasse shares her post-Rosebank journey.
Who would have thought 53 years after leaving Rosebank that I would be living in Queensland and that my first house guest would be
Sister Monica.
What a journey it has been.
Leaving Rosebank in 1963 I attended West Sydney Technical College doing a one year secretarial course. The NSW Public Service was
usually the entrance into the business world when each year the Service would take its yearly quota of stenographers from the colleges. I
started with the Education Department and received a good grounding in office procedures. After leaving the Public Service I worked in
companies spanning insurance, stockbroking, property management and manufacturing with the majority of that time spent with Lend
Lease where I started as Executive Assistant to the Manager of the MLC Centre, from there I went to Head Office as EA to the Managing
Director of Lend Lease Investments (the arm that managed all of the Lend Lease Shopping Centres and Commercial Buildings). I spent
seventeen years with Coca-Cola Amatil where I was employed to work for the MD of the bottling operation and on his departure from the
company went on to be EA to three consecutive Group Managing Directors, retiring from CCA in 2007.
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In the 1960’s for a social life one headed to the local Catholic Youth Organisation which for me was Annandale
CYO – a great opportunity to meet young people of the same faith and get involved in social activities, sport, etc.
Many friends made during those wonderful years are still close today.
I have travelled quite extensively over the years and enjoyed visiting different countries and experiencing different cultures. One of my most treasured trips was the Women’s Weekly World Discovery Tour in 1971 when
one of my CYO friends and I travelled on the P&O ship “Himalaya” to the UK via the South Pacific and Panama
Canal. We disembarked in Southampton and found our “land legs” for our overland journey discovering England
and Scotland before continuing on to the continent. Two months later it was back on board “Himalaya” for our
homeward voyage via South Africa. This trip awakened in me a love of the ocean and cruising. Needless to say I
have sailed on a number of ships since.
I am now retired and living on the Sunshine Coast in a little town called Tewantin – a short drive from Noosa. The weather in summer I
struggle with at times, but winter is perfect and the lifestyle is very relaxed. The people are both friendly and welcoming and I have met
many through the local church at Tewantin where I am involved in parish activities as a Reader of the Word and Communion Minister. Also
I am part of a team that attends one of the Aged Care Facilities in Noosa to conduct a weekly Communion Service.
I have a keep fit program that includes walking and aqua aerobics and also a garden that just keeps flourishing allowing me to do a lot of
weeding!
Denise Sasse
1961 - 1963
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Reunions

Lets Rewind to 1976
2016 marks 40 years since the Year 10 class of 1976 graduated from Rosebank so a reunion is in
order! We are seeking to re-connect with as many people from this cohort as possible. If this is you,
or know someone the class of 1976, please contact Maria Kemp at rosebank1976reunion@gmail.
com or join the group on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/409165909282521/
Please ensure you include your maiden name and current surname. Help us spread the word!
Has it really been 60 Years?
The focus of our recent reunion was to celebrate former College Principal Sister Monica's Diamond Jubilee (formerly Sister
Dominic) and her 82nd Birthday. The gathering was held at Hornsby RSL and attended by 22 ex-students from the years 1955
to 1965, with some traveling from Canberra, Bathurst and the Central Coast to celebrate this significant milestone. The occasion rekindled old friendships as well as new friendships. a further Reunion is planned to commemorate the Colleges 150 year
celebration in 2017.
Denise Andreacchio (Canty) '64

Christine Mathews (1955) and
Pauline Deeves (Leaving 1965)

Leonie Sonkilla and Regina McKell
(Toomey)

Gabrielle Lolans with her granddaughter Makalya

Lynette Judge (Giri) and Sr Monica
Mary and
Kathleen
Mara
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Jean Beatty (Morgan) with
Sr Monica

Marilyn Speed and Lynette Judge
(Giri)
Sally Beatty
and Rhonda
Daniel
(Woodbridge)

The Class of 1991 Reunion is on!
When: Saturday 26 November @ 7.30PM
Where: Concord RSL
Entry: $15
RSVP: gfranze@hotmail.com; or leticia.muriwai@gmail.com

We are gathering expressions of interest from graduates from the Class of 1966 about holding a reunion. If you graduated
from the class of 1966 (or know someone who has), and would be keen to re-connect with your peers, please contact the
College at alumni@rosebank.nsw.edu.au or phone 9713 3100.
Class of 1980 Get Together

P 10 | Sursum Corda

